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THE OPERATIONS.OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 358TH INFANTRY,
(9OTH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT FORT KOENIGSMACHER,
- {(Personal expsrience of a Heavy Weapons
Company Exeocutive Qfficenr)
INTRODUCTION

This monograph ocovers the operations of the lat Battalion,
358th Infentry, 90th U, 8, Division in the aésault and capture
of Fort Koenigsmacher, one of the forts of the outer defenses
of Metz, north.of Thionville, France. The battalion was oom-
manded-by Lieutenant Colonel G, 4, Lytle,
| As a matter of introdustion I would like to go baok to
Utah Beaqh on the‘chearbourg péninsula. It was at 10 o'clock
.1n tha morning on D=Day that the first elements of the 90t%th U,S,
Division placed, their feet on Frenoh soil. It was here that
the epic of the 90th will begin to unravel itself, until we
reach the action covered by this monograph. (1)

The path ran as follows: (Map A) FORET DE MONT CASTRE,PER=
TERS and then the hreakout of the Chearbourg peninsula. The
action rbllowing was the mad dash aoross France, passing through
AVRANGHES, MAYENNE, LE MANS and then north to ALENCON end GHAN-
B BOIS {0 the part in the Palalse pooket episode, After this
oomparativé brief diversion, the division then resumed its desh
. aoroass Franoe, in oonjunotion_with Patton's Armor, as & part of
the XX Corps (2) |

 This path followed the course of CHARTES, FONTAINBLEAU,
REIMS end then THIONVILLE, (Map A) The Germans at this point,din
thg 80th Difision sector were forced aoross the Mbsella. It
was at this point, generally aloﬁg the west bank of the Moselle,
that'the 90th Division wag ordered to halt and assume the atfi-
1_tude of aggressive defense. The date was 12 Septembér 19044,
{1) E;_p.5; (8) Parsonel knowledgs., |
-



¢ | o
This oondition was caused to exist beocause of the extended sup-
ply lines oreated by General Patton's Third Army pursuit across.
France.(3) Another éeaéon for the halt was the faotor of Fort-
ress Metz to the south of Thionville in the H5th Infantry Divise
ion sector.(4) |

After this thruat across France, the Germans in the Third
U84 Arﬁy geotor, had moved back to a strong defensive position
whioh extended from Luxembourg, in the north, to the foothills:
_cf the Vosges mountainas, in the south, The strongly fortified
city of Metz was in the ocenter of this defensive works, Metz
had a atrong ring of 43 interoommunicating forts for its de-
fense, as well as the high hills that oradled the Moselle,.(5)

The Germans had reaéhed a line et whioh they choéa to
_right. -The afronghold of Metz was to be held at all cost. The
:XX Gorpa' Mission, however, was to reduoa the Matz fortificat-
‘ions and ocapture the oity. Something was going 0 heve to give (6)

The assault of the fortifications and the oilty could not
begiﬁ immediately dus to the oritiocal situation.existing with
suppliea. XX Corps had dangerously stretohed its supply lines
rram the tims of the braakout‘;f NB&méﬁd}eéggthia time,{7)

As suppliea were building up an affort was nmade to reduce
Fort.@g&ﬁnﬁ and Fort Verdun and strike Metz from the south.
This wae begun on 7 Séptembar. "The attempt on Fort Drient and
Fort Verdun feiled; however, & bridgehead in the vioinity of
‘Dornat was held to keep their attention, while another crossing
was made &t Arnaville, 4,000 yards to the south, This oper~
 'atioh'was successful and the 5th Division and the 7th Armored
(3) 4, p.3; (4) 4, p.13 (5) O, p.93; (6) B, p.18; (7) 4, p.L.
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Division had succeeded in reaching a polnt on the Sellle River,
and out-flanked several of the Metz posltions,(8) (Map B)

By 10 October the American Third Army front formed an
obtusse anglé, the sldes extending elong the Moselle, north to
the Luxembourg border and south to Chatesu Salins with Metz
oooupying the apex.(9) (Map B) |

THE FORTIFIED REGION OF METZ

 As oan now be seen, the big job in front of XX Corps was
‘the reduotion of Metz and its outlying forts. This would have
- %o be done before XX CUorps could aocoomplish any further missions
to the east and to the Saar River, | |

A brief word as to the strength of the fortified aree is as
| roilows; It oonsisted of an inner ring of forts, of whioh fhere
are 15 iﬁ number, These were begﬁn back in the 18th Century and
oompleted in 1866 under Napoleon III., They, however, had been
reconditioned, reinforoed and equipped for modern warfare. The
_outer ring of forts, 28 in number, wers located out about 6 miles
from the oity of Metz, 1n’ali direotions, in whibh Metz was the
hub, (10) In conjunotion with this group of forts, of tge Metz
group, was a series of forts of the Maginot line further to the
north, Thes® included Fort Koenigsmacher end Dillange. These
seemed to tie in perfeotly with the over all plan for the defense
of Metz,(1l)

- THE PLAN OF THE THIRD ARMY
{

The sole mission of the Third Army in the XX Corps seotor was,
not that of taking the oity of Metz alone, but in oconjunotion with
the overeali effort of expelling the Germans from French soil ard
hurling them back to the Rhine,(13)

(8) 4,p.43 (9) C,p.93; (10) 4,p.8; (11) A,p9; (12) c.p.94.
_ _5-
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The best plan was to execute a pincer movement from the
north and south, to olose somewhere in the rear of the oity,
The right, or south wing was in very favorable positions to
exeoute their portion of the plan, They ocoupied & dominant
position with fine observation, The left, or north, wing had
qulte 8 different situation facing 1t It would have to force
a orossing of an obatacle, the Moselle, establish a bridgehead
- and expand 14 beroré the neoessary suppcrt_equipmsnt could be
oréssedella} Thie being the situatioﬁ, there would, of necessity,
‘have to be a different time schedule set for each wing of the |
pincer; The south wing would move out initially on a broad front
while the.north wing made loocal actions, whioh would be exploited,
Thé'south would then hold up while the north wing would initiate.
an aggressive offensive, {14}
| THE XX GORPS PLAN
The XX Corps plan for the ocarrying out of its'portion of the
Third Army plan is well piotured in Pield Order #12, Hq XX Corps, -
APO 340, U,S, Army- portions of whioh "I quote"
¥ 012 (Map B) .
| 2. XX Corps atks on DQDay, to encirole and deatrpy the gar-
i‘iaén_ of METZ fortified area, and to seize brhd over the
Sear R, vie SAARBURG. To reconnoiter in foroe and seize
orossings over the Sasr R, intact. Prepare to resume atk
to the NE,
D~Day: to be announoeﬁ
Pormation, bdries and obj opns overlay
3.8.5 Int Div
Eiioﬁ Corps O, atk to selze high ground (overlay) mek=
(13) ©,p.94; (14) C,p,95.
_ -l
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ing main arrort‘an'rt'(S/rl) (overiay)
(2) Within.z blook all routes of withdrawel from METZ and
ﬁrevent any en reinf of fhe METZ gerrison,
'(3) Establish and mﬁintain oontact with 90 Inf Div and
XIT CGorps. _ _
(4) Proteot brhd over MOSELLE R, with minimum foree, oo-
ordinating with 95 Inf Div for use of one Mtz bn of that
div for br protection purposes, on Gorpa Qe
b,$5 Inf Div
(1) On Gorpa 0, relieve elma of 10 Armd Div containing en
brhd W of MOSELLE R, '
. (8) In ooordination with 90 Inf Div make vigorous demonst-
ration.of ocrossing MOSELLE R. Vio UCKANGE oconmencing at 1500
- hours on D-Day and continuing for a minimum of fifteen hours,
Trs will oross the.MOSELLE R during this demonstration. |
Damonétration will build up and not be permitted to taper
off until time of cessation,
(3) Iﬁ.oonjunotion with demonstration vioc UCKANGE reduce en
pocket E of MAIZIERES to the MOSELLE R both efforts to be sgo
ooordinated as to oreate the indlcation of a major atk,
{(4) Vigorously contein en within Z. Meintain oonatant pres-
éure oﬁ en, and rapldliy follow up any en withdrawal,
(5} On Corps O atk and seize the olty of METZ.
~ {8) Be prapafed on Qorps O to assist 5 Inf Div in profection
of brs over MOSELLE R with one Inf bn, mtz from 95 Inf Div

0:90 In? Div

(1) Under cover of darkness, nt of B/D # 1 pass through 7.F.
Polk and oross MOSELLE R in vio of KOENIGSMACHER (overlay),
goordinating with 95 Inf-Div demonstration vioc UGKANGE.'
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(8) Seize high ground (overlay) making main effort on
left (E) flank |
(3) On Corps O pess 10 Armd Div, 83 Inf Div {1Bot), and
3 gav Gp (Reinf), (in O listed) through brhd over MOSELLE R.
(4) Within Z prevent en withdrawal from METZ area, and in
oonjunction with 10 Armd Div.prevent en reinf of METZ
garrison, _
(5) Establish end maintain con with 5 Inf Div, 10 Ammd Div
and 83 Inf Div,
10 Aymd Div (initially less Div Arty)
{1) upon relief in Z containing en brhd, by 95 Inf Div,
move to initial assembly area vic of MARS-1a-TOUR (overlay).

 D1ap1ace to forward assembly area (to be deaignated)5 on

Corps O,
(2) On Corps 0 atk through 90 Inf Div brhd to seize high

ground (oterlayi, making e main effort on.Left (E} f1,

(3) (a) ﬁpon passage through 90 Inf Div brhd, reconnciter
to Saar R with one C Comd, to seize intaot, crossings
over R, from MERZIG to the S,

Prioritiss of reconnalssanoce:
1, MERZIG area
2. PACHTEN-DILLENGEN area
, 3, SAARLAUTERN area
(b) Any bridges seized intaot will be proteocted and
hald at all oosts, ‘

(4) Prevent en reinf of METZ garrison from the E or NE,

and in conjunotion with 90 Inf Div prevent en withdrawal

from METZ. |

(5) Eaﬁablish ﬁnd meintain con with 90 Inf Div, 83 Inf Div

-G
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and elms of XII Corpsa.
- (8) Protect E f1 of Corps
‘e, 83 Inf Div |
(1)
f. XX Corps Arty
(1} (a) 8 PA Gp
Gen aupportlz 20 Inf_Div initially reinf 10 Armd Div
when div ocrosses MOSELLE R,
(bj 40 FA Gp
Reinf 90 Inf Div
(o) 195 FA Gp
Gen support Z 90 Inf Div and 10 Armd Div
(d)
(e}
(£) 10 Armd Div Arty |
Gen support Z 90 Inf Div under Corps oontrol initially,
- revert to 10 Armd Div oontrol prior to Div orossing
MOSELLE R,
(g) 4 TD Gp
Gen support 2 90 Inf Div
g+ XX Corps Engrs
(1) (a) 1139 Engr C. Gp direot support R.croaaing'and
aasault opns 90 Inf Div, 10 Armd Div and 83 Inf Div
h, 3 Cav Gp (T.F, Polk) |
(1) Contein en in Z, securing LD 90 Inf Div
| "end Quoten{15)
(18) A, p.62, |
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~ THE ENEMY SITUATION |

| There were four divisions opposing the XX Corps disposed
as follows: 416 Infantry Division opposite the north flank of
the Qoth Div%aion, held the sector from,Kbenigamaohar to the
north boundary of XX Oorps, 19th Grenadier Division opposite
the southern portion of the 90th Division seotor and northern
portion of the 95%h Infantry Division sector, held from Koenis~’
smacher to within 5 miles of Métz, 482 V.G, Division mannlng
the forts in the immediate Mdtz area along with some 0,0.3 fan-
atioé rrom Metz. To the south was the 1l7th 8.8, Panzer Gren-~
adisr Diviaidn,‘in the 5th Division éeotor; Other General Head~
quarters units, numbering about 2,000 men wers scattered thr-
dughout the aree.(18) (Map B) ‘

The 416th Infantry Division had sbout 8,300 men, loth
Infantry Division had about 5,000 troops, the 468 V.G, Division,
_bfrioer-oanaidats ﬁersonnelland special troops numbered aboutb
9,000 men and the 17th S,8, Panzer Grenadier Division had‘dbout
6;000 men, All totel they nunbered about 30,000 troops.(17)

On 1 November XIII 8,3, Corps in the Metz defensive sector
was replaced by LXXXII (82nd} Infantry Corps, commanded by Gen~
eralsutnant HOENNLEIN, Generalsutnant KITTEL, an expert in
fortress defense was brought from the eastern front to take oom-
mand of the 462nd V,G, Division., He 4id not arrive until XX
Corps had already breached the defense shell,(18)

In the area of operation of the lst Battalion, 358th Infan=
try was the lst Battelion, 74th Infentry Regiment, 19th Infentry
Diviseilon., This rbroe was about 500 strength. This was numer=-
ically larger iﬁ quentity than the attaoking foroce. The quality
was definitely not of the seme calilber, (19)

{16) 4,p.14; (17) 4,p.14; (18) A,p.15; (18) 4,p.56.
=] ()=
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~ THE DIVISION PLAN
‘The 90th Division wes to make the main effort on the north,

in this pincer plan to reduce Fortress Maetz., In accordance with
the XX Corps plan the 90th Division initiated a series of plans
and actions. The 95th Infentry Division quietly relieved the
P0th Infantry Division from its portion of the holding areé around
the Metz salient, The 90th moved with utmost secrecy to the
AUDUN=AU METZ~MORFONTAIN-MEREYLE BAS quadrilatoral, this being
~ accomplished during dates 31 Ooﬁober- 2 November, This move
obgtenaibly_for'training. Training was actually initiated, but
the divielon was faced with the knowledge that the date of the
operation oould be the éth of Novembsr and not later than the
9th, had soant time for the necessaries in plenning and train-
ing. (80)

From Thionville northeast to the Germen bhoundary the MOSELLE"
.river Tlowse awliftly along its winding oourse traveraing a com-
paratively broad riverland., The river itself under normal con=
ditions has an average width of from 300 to 350 feet, with noder-
.ately abrupt to gently sloping banks. The ground adjecent to the
river is predominantly marshy and during wet periods subject to
sho&?ing. "This latter condition while posing no restriction to
assault boat orossing, definitely limited the development of
bridege aitéa to those points where oivilian bridges had previou~-
sly existed and thus telegraphed our plan for floating bridge
oonstruction to the enemy once the orossing had been initiated,
Some 2 Kms north of the river a large wooded expanse, the FORET
de CATTENOM, oontaining an adequate road net, provided an ex-
oellent divisional assembly ares, its asole disadvantage lay in
the faot that ita forward slope location neocessitated the entry

{(20) D,p.1,
' =11~
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therein to the hours of darkness, Batween the Torest and the
river the ground was smooth and dafoid of cover and completely
under observetion from the high ground aoross the river, more
‘than that it wes enfiladed Dy enemy positions on the bald knob
LE STROMBERG, west of the Moselle and just outside the Corps left
boundary.(21)

Analysis of the terrain north of the river had a definlte
1nr1uenba on the development of the plan aﬁd the execution of
the preliminaries thereto, ,If'seoreoy wags to be preserved the
QOth Difision would have to stagé intd the FORET de CATTENOM at
night and at the latest pdssible time, OCoinoldent with the fore-
going & thickening of the oavalry aiong the river was indicated
t0 make oomplgtely affeotive the countér-reconnaiaaance sbreen
whioh previously had besn uﬁabla to completely thwart Germen pat-
rol penetrations; -Qf even grester importance howsver, was the
obvious requirsment for a limltad-aftack by other forces %o drive
the Germans from his west bank positions in the BASSE KONTZ~LE
ISTRUMBERG area prior to thé orossing, thereby protecting the as~
sault troqps_fram the flat observation whioh threatened the suc~
cegs of the assauit, The ooﬁpletaly open nature of the terrain
from the south edge of the aaaémbl& area to the river made man-
datory the utmost of silence to permit the establishment of the
initial bridgehead prior to dawn.(82)

Aoross the river the epémy held terrain was most formldable.
For a depth of 1 to & Kms the ground possessed characteristios
similar to the flats adJacdﬁt to the near bank and then sloped
abruptly to the ridges running perpendiocular %o the riverline,
(81} D;p.3; (28) D,p.3.

' -1i2-
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Ih the right of the division seoctor, on a hill apart, stood the
GROUPE FORTIFIE de KOENIGSMACHER a METZ type fortress which
oommended the entire croasing aree, True, it could bdbe by-pasaed
by leading elements, but upon its speedy neutralization énd
reduction'depended the sucoess of the maneuver, This was a
task of tremsendous proportlons, Squarely down the middle of
the division zone ran a heavily wooded, rugged ridge whioch oon=
tained the main fortifications of the MAGINOT LINE, While
sonstrusted primarily to resist attack from tﬂe east, study of
the fortifications immediately disoclosed thet in conformity
with universal defense dootrine the defensive areas had bsen
désigned for all around and mutual support, and oconsequently,.
if properly manned would present a asrious ohatacle, régardless
 of the direction of assault, The initlal problem was the METRICH

1. 2 el

ig'eggup, the northernmost of the strong points that commanded the

: ‘piver line as superbly as did the KOENIGSMACHER fortifications.
1{? Furthe: to the east the heights were even more oommanding, al~

ﬁﬁ_ though not known %o possess man-made fortificetions., Still east-
qgi ward, outaide the division zone of aation, ley the highest ground

X

‘i” of all. Four axial roads lay within the division zone travers-
E “ing the valleys between the parallel riﬁgea and providing at first
gianoe, adequate‘oommunioationa, but study soon indicated that
thelr usefulness was sefiously limited by thell geographicael loc-
ation sinoe they would be commanded for considerable distances in

renr of front lines by enemy held side slope positions, (23)

IIt wasaiequiaite that the.aaaault not.only be inltiated
under cover of darkness but also that the leading elements, dis-
regarding the known limitetions on night attacks, drive forward

 (23) Dupds



and seoure by daylight, a toshold on the foothills to deny to

'-,the enamy.Qloae observation of the crossing arsa, 4 railway

- and highuay olo ely paralleling the river provided 1nit1al phase
lines, but' beyond this point depended on the individual soldier
and thQHeontrol+or his leadsr, However desirable an enoireling
ﬁaneuver might be on the right flank, the commending position
- of the GROUP FORTIFIE DE KOENIGSMACHER dicteted & frontal as=-
'aault upon this atronghold; With bridging operations definit-
ely limited by terraein obstacles to the CATTENOM and GRAVISSE
bridg{sites, initiation of bridging operationsg was entirely
dependent upon the removal of the enemy's olose observation.
And so from the start it was realized by all ranks that ultimate
'-auooesa iay in the hands of the infantrymaﬂé ability aend ocourage
to attack preparéd fortifioations, menned by an alert foe,(24)
Ths division plen of attack was gimple and sound and tho-
roughly prepared, To'develOp the maximum strength at the earli-.
est praotioable moment, the assault was to be maede with two
regiments, each with two bettalions abreest. Three general
ordasing areag were poasible, astride the town of RETTEL, GRA=~
VISSE~MALLING and CATTENOM respectfully, The RETTEL aresa was
diaregﬁrdad becauves of 1ta proximity to the-dominating ground
along the Germesn border east of ﬁhe at%aak zone, ground to which
no troops could be diverted: Consequently, the left regiment.
was earmarked to oross in the GRAVISSE-MALLING area and drive
rapidly eaétland southeast to secure the high ground parallel to
the east of the RETTEL~KERLING roed. The right regiment oros-
sing in the violnity of CATTENOM, wes to oapture KOENIGSMACHER
FORTRESS with minimum foroe, simulﬁaneously pushing the assaubt

(24) D,p.4.
14~
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Yo secure a logement on the high ground on the right of the
divislon ssotor, Sinoe the town of KOENIGSMACHER, along the
river, was aquarely in the middle of the division zone, 1its
1n61uaion within the objeotive of either assault regiment would
necessltate a divergent offort by that regiment which would
' oniy sorve to detract from the atréngth of thelir respeotive
main effort. As e result KOENIGSMACHER and the ground immed-
lately adjaoent thereto was boxed off as a "No mansuver" area
and turned over to the division asrtillery to nesutralize until
such time as the thifd reglment oould mop ups The third regi-~
ment initially held in reserve, was to oross behind either of
the assault regiments at the'éarliest posaible moment and sﬁing
into actibn down the MAGINOT-LINE ridge to oomplete and sol-
idfy the'bridgehead{gyA oorps.eﬂgineer battalion was to support
eaoh of.the assault regiments and subsequently provide the neo-
essary bridging while the divisional engineer battelion was kept
intact for assault oparationa with the infantry and general
~engineer work on the far shore. (%Oth Reconnaissance Troop; re~
inforced, was to mop up on the right of the division zone and
~ eventually link up with the seocondary orossing of the 95th Div=
ision in the UCKANGE aréa. The divisional artillery, gresatly
reinforced, had s number of tremsﬁdous taske, In consonance
tith the desire to maiﬁtain seorecy to the latest possible moment,
no preparation was ocontemplated, although the battalions were
 prepared to deliver planned fires on ocall prior to H-Hour and
to counterbattery effective counter prepgration fires, At H~Hour
a heavy progrem of destruction fires was %o be laid on the
KOENIGSMACHER and METRICH fortifications and on the close-in
towns of BASSE-HAM, HAUTE HAM, KOENIGSMACHER, METRICH, MALLING

and HUNTING, (25) '
o -15-
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This is the broad outlins, the plan for the establishment
of the bridgehead., It inoorporated the reccmmendations of the
unit commanders and division staff and in rinai form voioed the
best consldered thoughta of the division in matters both tact-
icai snd techniocal after oconsideration of all angles, This
plan was communioated via conference to oommenders and staff
down to and including battalions on the 3rd of November, it
became the point of departure for the preparation and implemen-
tation of unit plans.{26) |
- o THE DIVISION PREPARATION

With the olosing of the 90th Division in its rear assembly
area on 3 November began a period of intense activity.(27)

Reconnﬁissanoe of the aréa of future operations was ener=-
getioslly pushed within the limitations made necessary by seo~
urity oonsiderations, Artillery positions, engineer aquipmént
parks, infentry assembly areas, routes of approach to the river,
srossing zones, and the road net were all reconnolitered and/or
chosen by small offiocer parties who moved as inoonsplocuously as
possible without divisional insignia on their clothing and in
vehicles of the 3rd cavalrj Group; Thilis sketohy reconnaissance
was not at all desirable but it was felt that the preservation
of seorecy regarding the oontemplated operations of the 90th .
Difision and its point of impact out weighed the advantagés ag=
oruing from a more detailed survey of thg attack zone. The sup~
porting engineor‘battalions, upon deaignation.by Corps, were
vwedded with the 3568th and 359th Infantry Regiments, ohosaﬁ as
‘the right and left assault regimente respectively.

Training in basic assault boat technique from the infentry
standpoint wes given to each soldier since battle casualtlies
(26) D,p:6; (87) D,p.6.

| =-16=



during the preogng 5 months had out to a :re handful those
former members of the 90th who had had ample experience in
river orcssing operatlons, Simultaneously, infantry staff and
-oommanders planned to the last detail the composition of the
boat waves and individual boat 1oad1nga, this inoluded the
357¢th Infantry which althoﬁgh earmaerked to aroﬁs by footbridges
or'iafta was non-the~less prepared for the eventuality of an.
‘ essault orossing. When the regiments departed from the resr
assembly area, each individual soldier knew his wave and boat
number and his ochief of party, Further, supply echelons pre=
.parad an opsrational plan and erganization deaigned to main-
tain, and provide evaouation for their regimnnts by assault
boat and ﬁotor boat if wvehicular ferries or bridgeé falled, {88)
The'supporting arms and.servioea were equally busy. The
-;Oorpa Engineer plen was modified where geoessary and 1ntdgrated
with that of the 90th Division, Steps Were taken to atage
forward additional equipment reserves, DUKWS and accesory sup=-
plies to meet unfbrsean oont;ngenoies. The problems of signsal
bommnnioation were given careful consideration., In addition to
a double taotieal net, an engineer and a traffic oontrol net
‘WeTe orgaﬁizad-and linked laterally. The laying of wire to aﬁd
within the forward assembly area was oarried out under cover
‘of darkness for several nighté prior to the_farget date .,
Weighted oable Was prepared beforehend to'genmit bridging of
the river gaps away from projected bridges. Heélizing the un=
usual demands whioh would be placed on radio until such time
: adequate.bridging oould.be provided, stacks br batteries were
acoumulated, A%t the divisional level, supply agencies were

{(28)D;p.6,
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prepared for the movement of necesearies oo:!!derably further
forward than normsl to allow.uﬁit echelons to concentrate their
efforte forward of regimental dumps,(89)

The 90th's orossing was phased to follow by one day a
greaf_air strike designed to neutrelize the major Metz forts
and other critioal areaa in the attack zone, provided that air
atrike came by the 8th of November (inolusive), in any event,
the assault was to take place by the 9th. The 5th and 6th of
November were days of heavy rain, thereby granting 48 valuable
hours for continuation of prepération. At divisional head-
'quartars,_looaa ends were gradually tled together and with
- reglmental plans firm, the field order was 1sa&ed at 8200 hours
"6 November, (30) - |

~ Movement to forward asaamhly-areas was oompiioated-by the
great number of units involved, both division and corps(all of
whom had to move at night), coupled with the inadequate and
| poor road net, The maroh teble, after olose coordination with
oorps, was based on the movement of the division on the nights
of D~ 3/8 and D= 2/1, As 1t developed the successive post~
ponement of D~Day permitted the scheduling of the move over a
perlod of three nights,

~ The artillery displacing on the nights of 5-8 and 6-7
November was oompletely positioned by daylight 7 November,
Thia moveitgggbmplished without benefit of moon and under in-
6assant rain on slippery, narrow roads, The remgindar of the
&iviaion displaced on the night of ?-8 Novembar, a move of
even greater difficulty, The diétanoe involved being t00o great
for merching, the displacement was made by marOhing_an¢ shut=
" %ling and involved two round trips for the attached trenspor-
(29) ﬁ;paﬁ; (30) Dyp.7. |
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tation, By dswn 8 November, the division a: all supporting
~elements had closed ﬁithin the proteotive cover of FORET De
CATTENCM and the defilade aree to the immediete rearward
thareof,(ﬁl) |

7 November had been a dark aend rainy day and the target
date was definitely set for ? November, 4ind so, 8 November

the initiation date for the XIT Corps offensive to the south

became a day of final preparation and coordination for to-
mOrrows aasault, Artilléry_battaliona registered skillfully
with but one gun per battalion, prepared their final data,
Communications were extended rorwgrd and laterélly throughout
the division area, Lower eohelon'oommandars made their re-
connalssance of routes of approsoh and orossing areas and sure-
veyed frdm a dlstanoce thelr far bank objectives, Personnel con-
‘gerned with traffic oirculation and bridge oontrol received
rihal.instrudtions and departed for their posts In the early
afternoon all men were briefed on the division,misaidn, its
importance to the army scheme aﬁd their individuel parts in
1t.(38)
- THE BATTALION PLAN

“The part the lst Battalion, 358th Infentry was to play in
this ovgrali ploture of the reduction of fortress Metz, was that
of redusing Fort Koenigsmaoher, This fort wes sn importent
point in the northern portion of the Metz defenaes;-ﬂﬁﬁig;f;rtM;
ﬁwaﬁﬁg“of the Maginot Line group.

The lst Battalion,lssath Infantry was relieved from its
present mission of containing a portion of the salient around
Metz, It moved back to an area of berracks near Morfontaine,
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| Frahoe, along with the rest of the ragiment..Hore in this area,
rfom 3 November until 7 November, training was conduoted on dry
run river orossings, boat loading and methods of paddling in
oonjuhotion with the engineers., There, training was conducted

6n the assault of fortified positions and areas, The 0ld fort-
iridations of the Maginot Line, in theat area; were used in con=-
junotion with this training. The battalion was refitted in
equipmant, all lost or desatroyed equipnent replaced and all
weapons put up to perfeot working order. During this period of
training, the men, and the larger part of the officers did not

- kndw for what specifio mission they were being trained. The
general oonclusion was a river orossing and attack of a fortified
position to tie in with the training being taken,

It was not until the last day in this area that maps,
aerial-photographs and large socale englneer sketohes were issued
down to all levels, which designated Fort Koenigsmacher as the
task before the lst Battalion, 358th Infantry. This was 7 Nov-
ember; The orossing date had been set for sometime prior to dayv
1light © Novaﬁber. This was during the night D # 1 for the ovér
all XX Corps operation,{33)

| The regimental blan was to oross the lst battalion on the
right at the town of Basse Ham, over which Fort Koenligsmacsher
 looked, end take that fort by storm, The 3rd Battal;on was %o
oross opposite Koenigsmaoher (not to be oonfused with the fort
of the seme name), The 2nd Battalion wae to remain in reserve,
initiaily, until the town of Koenigsmaoher had been taken, then
oross and relieve the 3rd Battalion who would ocontain the town,

(34) -
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Attér the regimental plan.wag known and extensive reoon-
naissence acoomplished, Lt. Col. C, A. Lytle, e then battalion
sommender, issued this plan,

The battalion would oross in four waves, the first wave
belng made up'of'two platobna from each of the two assaulting
rifle oompanies, "A" and "C", The seoond wave would oconsist of
the'oompany_headquarters group of eéoh of the assault oompanies,
the attaohed engineer unit, the reserve platoons of the two
compenies and ettached heavy mschine gun platoon. The third
wave was made up entirely of Compeny "B", along with the bat=
talion command group, The fourth wave was to be oomposed of
Compeny "D"(~), Headquarters Company and the Mediocal Detachment,
(35) ZXaoh unit, upon reaching the enemy shore, was to hﬁve a
partioular job to do, It was felt by the Battalion Commander,
that the town of Basse Ham would have to be taken along With the
fort since it ocould be such & thorn in the slde, 1f by-passed.
This would alsc leave an open right flank for the battalion, as
well as the division, The town, in itself, would provide an
exoellent base from whioch to operate on the fort.(36) It also
provided a perfeot set-up for the ald station to ocare for the
wounded, of whiop thore were many, as later proven, It was on
the auggeétion of Gaptain MoEvoy, the battalion surgeon, that
the plan to move the battalion surgeon and aid station across
with the fourth weve was incorporated with the original planning,
This was done only by the lst Battjlion. I wes.later proven
- that this was.afveryﬁwiae-mefea(ﬁ?)f“K”*" ‘

{35) A,p.54; (36) Personal knowledge; (3?) Personal Knowledge.
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i 'rl’“he'further:lazfl(iu* to have Company "A’assembla on the

- rallroad t;acké.- It was a definite feature that could not he:
by-passed, Company "O" was to turn right upon orossing, and
eapture Basse Ham;prior.to-daylight. This waa to be done by

‘ sending-one platoon to the south end of town, via the enemy side
- of the rivdr, and set up a blooking sareen. One platoon was to
make a &weep down the mein street of town from the north, to
kill'or capture all Germans possible and drive.thé remainder out
the south end of town, where the platoon there would take cares
of them. Company "B" upon orossing was to.join Company "A" on
the railroad traoks, here organize and prepare ¢ assault the
fort at the break of day.(38) This plén was dissemineted to the
various commenders for their study and orienfation.

The batt@gllon moved,by shuttle from its rear assembly at
.Ma;;qntaipg, beginning in the mid-afternoon of 7 November, to
;géyﬁnse. At this town a hot mesl ﬁas served for supﬁer, This
ﬁaa about 1900 in the evening. After this brief halt and nour~
1shment the battalion moved on by shuttle to the réar, west of
Catterom Forest, whez?e the battalion detruokaﬁ and moved by foot
- %0 préfiously reqonnditered agsembly areas within the forest,
This wes oompleted by about 2100, The troops bedded down for
" the remaiﬁder of the'night. This was to be the last restful
slesp for about the next two weeks,(39) |

Throughout the next day, 8 November, a more thorough re-
oonnaiasénoe was made by oompany commenders, The battalion
oqmméndar-and-stafr oompleted.ﬁhe-lést minute preparations,.

The boat loads were rechecked, eéuipmant rechecked and all the
'iast minute pgrsonal detalls taken oare of, {40)
(38), (59),.(40) Personal knowledge.
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_4rrangemahts and coordination had been made with the 17¢
quinegr Battalion, supporting this operation. They were to
drop the assault boats at a little village of HUZANGE. There
the infantry and engineers would meet and begin the hand-carry
of the boats to the river, about 1,500 yards distence. This
was_latgr_proven 10 be a mistake, because of the long haul.(él)

A1l unit commsnders were aken to a vantege point in the
édge.or GattenomAForest, which overlooked the entire field of

operations, From here oould be seen the polnt at which the boats

- would be'pioked up, %he area to be traversadfgnroute to the river,

the crossing area, the assembly point along the railroad, the
town of.Basﬁe Heam and the rising hill mass to the east upon whioh
sat Fort Koenigsmacher.(42) A% this point they were thoroughly
orianted end all last minute coordination between the battalion
and bompany commanders was made, The unit commanders, in turn,
brought all N,0.0.'s down to and inoluding squad leaders, to

this same vantage point. At this time the same thorough brief=-
ing was given and all questions concerning the oQperation answered

as far as possible, Thia was truly one of the few times in whioch

the entire battalion knew what it had to d» and had seen the

area over which the operation was to take place.(43)

About 1700, 8%h November, the battalion commander assembled
the battallon in a group, in the Cattenom Forest. Here he ﬁent
over the sntire plan, as previcusly given, very thoroughly, and
leid down a standard that he expected every individual to reach
in the.impending operation, He, being a very foroeiful and ocousr
ragaoua'ohafaoter, instilled 1n.avery man the neocessity of ao=
oomplishing the mission shead,(44)

{41) Personal knowledge, A,p.55;.(4&), {43), (44) Personal know-

ledge. . |
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| - The ocompanies were feleased to return to their company
areas to'gat ag muoh rest as possible prior to the departure
Trom the assembly areas, There was not much sleeping that night
for thinking of the opsration to come was of utmost priofity.
The departure from.tne assembly area was scheduled at 0100, (45)
The plan to be followed has beén_preaented and the hap-

penings prior to the sotual jump off enumerated. I now wish

-to desoribe the terrain and featurea that the battalion was

.getna to operate ovaer, The Cattenom Forest, in which the bat-

telion had been bivouacked, ranged from 193 to 180 meters in
helght and was vefy heavily wooded, This furnished perfect
sover for the bivouao. |

After iaaving the forest to the east and southeast the
ground tepered off %o a flat of gbout 150 meters. This extended
from the towns GARCHE, KOEKING, HUZANGE end QATTENOM to the near
bank of the Moselle ag a table top. This area was devold of
cover and afforded little protsotion, There was no oover for

beat assembly points along the river, This was the reason for

éeleoting Huzange as the pick~up point for the boats, thus the

long haul to¢ the river bank, The areas aoross the river, on the

eneny silde, was essantially the seme as on the near'side, exten=

ding as far in as the railroad treaock.

Just to the gsoutheast and east of Basse Ham, the ground

began to rise to form the helghts upon which Fort Koenigsmaocher

rested, This rise was almost abrupt, rising from 150 metera to

210 meters, in the distance of about 400 meters. This ridge-'
like peak was the domlnant feature in the area., From this could

he viewed the entire flat srea extending over to Cattenom Forest,

(45) Personal knowledge. .
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Thionville, approximately 6 miles to the shuth, as well as all
interveneing ground could be viewed with eases The view to the
north exfended bo_g@@rioh. This plece of terrein was not so |
deoisive as was the fort that rested om its orest.(@ﬁ]

Fort Koenigemaoher was & member of the MAGINOT group that
tled in with the Metrioh Fort some 4,000 yards to i1t%s northeast,
on the east'of the Moselle River. Some three miles to the
southwest was FORT. D'ILLANGE, @ sister fort of the Maginot group,
The three sbove mentioned forts completely oommanded the Moselle
basin and the parallel highways extending along elther side. 1In
addition to these mentioned the main Maginot belt extended from
these positions to the southeast to Boulay. There were some 19
forts in this group. Each forts ﬁrtillery tied in with that of
the 6ther.(4?) |

A'deaoription_af Fort Koenigsmacher is typical of the gen«
eral layout of the forts of the Maginot line. The fort mounted
4-100 M.M. guns in 1ts $op. Theae were seated in completely re=
volving'turreta of steel of 3 to 4 inohes in thickness, The
pahemates, that had exposed sides, were oconstruoted so as to be
ocovared py-maohine guns emplaced in adjoining wingb with suf~-
ficient-traverse to interlock with its opposite mechine gun,

All approaches to the steel doors of the forts were blocked by
a oomplete barrier of spiked steel fenoe about 7-8 feet in hei-
ght. This fenoce was'oovered by ﬁaohina gun emplacements. The
gensral shape of the fort was five sided, To the outside of
the main fort structure was a series of shelter points numbers
ed from 1 through 8, These oconsisted of one story ooncrete pill
boi projections, Eéch“qntrance was protected by a guard room.
(46) Personal knowledge; A,p.3&4¢; (47) D,yp.4.
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The oorridors inside these shelter points led to a stair-
ecase whioch, in turn, led to the baasemeni floors and underground
~oorridors of the main fort, In the top of the main concrete
fort struoture waes a series of blister-looking affairs that ware
~armored observatlion posta. .Theae hed a saries 6f 8lits around
thém from which very safe observation ocould be had., Artillery .
fire had no effect on them, To the outside of the shelter
points wes a complete trenoh. of a depth to permit a men to stand
and fire; This completely olreled the fort, Within this trsnch
firing stations éere dug so that a man 4id not have to silhouette
‘himself while firing., To the outside of this trench, on the
forward slope and sxtending completelyjafound the hill side, was
e barbeg wire entanglement of from five to twelve aprons, These
wefe of the pormanent'type entanglements with the heavier aproné
faoing the east side of the fort.

These forts were huilt, originally, es a defense against
Germany. .In some areas of the entanglements exlsted moats that
were to be filled with water and varioué obatructions but haed
not been filled. This, genserally, waes the main obstaole to be
overcome by the battalion,(48) |

THE ASSAULT

The first wave was scheduled to start ite orosaing at 0330,
To.mset-this schedule the battalion moved from its assembly
aréa in the Cattenom Forest at 0100, The order of compenies
was the same order as éet up in the planning stages for the
various waves. The st wave elements leading, 8nd wave and
80 On. \

(48) 4,p.56,
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The march from the assembly area to Huzange, the boat piok-
up point, wee about 2% miles, At this point the 179th Engineer
Battelion had dropped the 40 boats to be used by the lst Bat-
talioﬁ. There were three eﬁgineers with each boat load of twe=
lve infantrymen.(49) |

Huzenge was the lest cover to be had, When the troﬂps
left this point it was wide open. The first wave ploked up
their boats and stérted the 1,500 yard oarry to the river bank.
The move was to be secrat, yet you could hear'the muffled our=-
'aes_of the men, as they stumbled along in the pitoh blaokness
with their-individﬁﬁl loads of weapons, ammunition and rations,
a8 well a8 this cumbersome asseault boat, The men had tg-rest
at intervals enroute to the river bank, This long haul was a
mistake, yet there was no other arrangement to be made and main=
'tain the desired seorecy.(50) | -

‘The first wave entered the water'at 0330 and orossed with=
out mishap exocept that the rising river, ocaused by the exoess
rain, had oarried them some 1000 yards further down stream than
contemplated. On previous ocoupatioﬁ of Thionville by'the_QOth
Division the river ourrent had been oharted but the rising con=-
dition had mede & difference., This oondition of the Tiver hed
also indndated the prepared positions on the enemy side of the
river, They wers not manned, It had also permitted the boats -
floating over.mine flelds that would have normally been exposed,
The river was a friend at this particular time, 8o far, not a
.shot had been fired: The seoond wave had tha.samo good fortune
as the first wave, The enemy had not yet disoovered the oﬁos—
- singe Everything'had gone as olook work to now, Company A hed
(49)_Peraoné1 knowledge;'(ﬁo) Personal knowledge,
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fonﬁed on the railroad track, Company C had also organized and
was preparing for its assault on BASSE HAM,(51) (Map E)

Therse was, however,.a hitah with the third wave, The ’
engineqr'having returned from the first and second wave 4id not
- wait for the third wave. They, thinking their job had been
done, left the boats, It was about an hour before the third
wave, manning thelr own boats, had succeeded in cerossing. They
reached the the rallroad traoks and organized along with Com-
pany A. That put Companies A & B assembled and ready to move
out for the fort at daybreak, Company ¢ was ready to aasault
| the town, The fourth wa?e, not having heard from the third
wave, sent a flve man ssearch paity to see what the eross-up
was, They found the remainder of the boats, not used by the
third wave, unattended, Due to the delay, the fourth wave did
not complete its orossing until about 0715, The Germans had,
by this time, diaoqvered the oroasing'and had bsgun to shell
the arossing area, Ag a result a part of the Mortar Platoon
of Company D did not make the'orossing and was foreed to move
bask to Cattenom. (52) o |

In the meantims, A and B Companies, after assemblying on

the railroad track, moved out in & ocolumn of platoons over the

~ open area to the woods that surrounded Fort Koenigsmecher, Here

complete reorganizétion took plaoe; Company A'rormed up in a
skirish line. Here they waited until the previouq}y:deaig—
nated time for the coordinated assault to arrive&ﬂgr'ég waa 0715,

.Company C had reorgapized and sent one platoon to the east
'or'Bassa Ham, between the town and rivef, on around to out the
road leading southwest out of town and set up a blook, to catoh
'(511Peraonal knowledge; (58) Personal knowledge & A,D.55,
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'any Germens that wigbht be driven out that edge of town, At &
predesignated tima,lihe remainder of Company C made a night at-
tack of the town, sweeping down the main street of town,. olear=
ing the buildinga on elther side, aa they progressed, This was
a oomplete surpfise‘to-the Germans within the town. - Some were
in the houses in bed .and had to be awakened upon dapture.' Only
those on guard'put up any resistance, whioh was flerce but
momentary, The entire ﬁown had heen oleared prior to deylight,
with the exception of a few snipers looated in some outlying
buildings to the east of town, These were soon nsutralized.
This rapid capture of BASSE HAM afforded facilities for the
seiting up of ¥he Battalion Ald Station, whioch was meking a
crossing of thé river simultaneous to the attaok on.the town,
There was, evidently, no communioation between the foroes in
.tha fort end those in the town, for this aotion had been ocom-
pleted without a response from the fort,(53) (Map E)

At 0715 Gompanies 4 end B, from their respective positions,
started thelr assault wlthotwo platoons abreest in eaoh oompany,
 They oharged up the gradual ineline, which grew steeper and |
steeper aé they progressed. The assault passed over the barbed
wire entahglemsnta and was progressing on toﬁard the aystem of
t&eﬁchea'tﬁat surrounded ths crest of the hill. The entire act~
lon; to this point, had been acoomplished without a shot being
. fired at them, It was not until A Company had come within aight
of the trenohes that a sentry in an armored observation post
rired on Company A and gaeve the alarm, Company A had reached
T.tha trenches. and took.oover therein. Oompany B had bsen stopped
just short br'the barbed wire,

(B3) Personal knowledge,
| | ~29%
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At the sound of the alarm, 50 M,M, mortar fire begen to
fall on the positions, The fire ocould be brought down on the
fort with no harm to the oooupants, but the attackers on the
'putside, began to take casualtles, This fire had besn, pre~
viouslya;Zeroed in from positions within the main fort and
also from other adjolning forts, By this time, all the t{roope
of the battalion had crossed the river that were going to get
aocross for the rest of the day. Heavy mortar fire, also, be~
gen to fall into the town of Bagse Ham, The troops were in
the oellﬁrs and in the buildings, so the fire was ineffective,
ag far as casualtles werse ooncerned, It restrioted movement
somewhet, It was now about 0800 and Company C hed completely
6leared the town and had pushed a platoon out the highway to
the southwest of town, to oooupy those outlying buildings,
They wers to serve as a flank protection'for the battalion, as
wal asﬂjror the division, Th;s was an open flank, all the way
to Thionville, wheTe the 95th Division had elements, (54)

Now, we find the battalion disposed as follows: In Basse
' Ham# there was Company C protecting the town and the south flank
of the division, one platoon of machine guns from Company D |
was attaoched, The battalion ald station was in operation inua
secure basement at the main interseotion of the town, Battalion
Headquérters Company and the command group were in operation in
the town, Company D was intect, save one section of 81 M.M,
nortars, that_had been forced back from the orosaing site by
 mortar fire._'The mortars that wera sorogs were set up in the
bown to oover the right flank of the battalion. They oould not
be of value to fira'on.the_fort,.itself, in support of the.:
- (54) Perﬁonal knowledge.
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infentry, Company A with one platoon of heavy machine guns
attached and Company B with attaohed engineers; were dlsposed
around the west and southwest edges of the fort,(55) (Map E)
From these dispositions, & systamatic reduotion of the

main fort was to take placs., The rifle troops were taking a
heavy pounding from the mortar fire that was falling on the
forts The observers could observe from the armored observate
ion post; located on top of the fort, and bring ihe-observed:
fire down, direotly on to the position withouféh;féiégﬁ%ggﬁbb-
~server. The Job then, was to firset, eleminate the obeervation
posts The attackceoyld not move on until this had been done,

"This'phasa of the attsok waa spearheaded and orgenized by
Lt, Neal and Lt, Patrick from Company A and Lt, Martin, with
the atteched engineers. Eech of the A4 Company officers lead
.agseult teams assisted by Lt, Martin, Under cover of fire from
remaining troops of Company A'they would piaoa e seventesn
pound ohafée of, the then new explosive, Composition "C2" at
the base of these O;P's; This very potent explosive had a de-
vastating effeot on thess strucotures, as well aes, lnhabltants,
The western portion of the fort was worked on for the remainder
of the day in the same systematio method as above desoribed.,
The observdtion post on the west edge of the fort, as well as,
tha sally and shelter pointas of this portign pi}th?rzprt, were

fhers et

neutralized throughout the day, Company A attaoked the fort-as-
en-assault and overran about one third of %ﬁa-@art. The Germans
~ would msrely_withdraw into the inner portions of the fort and
oall down devastating mortar fire on the atteaakers: This for-

oed a withdrawal to the oover of the originel positions in the

(55) Personal knowledge
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trenches, In this murderous hall of mortaer fire throughout the
day, 4Q cgasualties were assessed. Durlng the day Captain Denning,
Company B Commander hed been killed, Gaﬁtain Campbell then a
lieuteﬁant, took commend of the company. Company B had not made
a great deel of progress on the south of the fort.. It was order-
ed to move from i1ts present position, around to the west of the
rqrt,and join Company A,.where the greatest prﬁgrass was béing
made. This Wwas to be aocomplished during the night of 9~10 Nov=
ember,(56) (Mep E) | | _

- The firet day saw the town of Basse Hem fall to Company C.
Compenies A and B suocessfully reached the fort and had begun
an assault. The technique of blasting the Germans out of their
stronghold had been learned. This technique was to be used to
great adventage the following day. The aid station that had
pcagsfzﬁgéss and set up in Basse Ham was paying dividends. The
casualties, from the first day, were heavy and aerioﬁs.'

The supplles of ammunitibn, plasma, mediolne and food wers
pleanned on the essumption that a bridge would soon be installed,
The Moselle River was, initially, a help in that its risen ocon~
~@dition inundated the enemy positions on the river bank and also
_.pérmitted the assault waves to float over the.normally exposged
_minés. It wes now becoming more of a formidable foe than the
Germgns. During the day the water had expanded from its normel
300-350 foot width to, from 600-800 feet and by noon had reached
widths of 800 yerds, The engineers had started their bridging
 operations, first working in knee deep weter, 1in hip deep and
~ then in waist deep water. Finally, the current became s0 wioked
~ thet bridging oparationa wefe ceased completely.

- {56) A,p.48, |
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Six battalions of infantry were aoross the river, fighting the
onemles' armor and fortified areas with hand carried weapons,
The'waters continued to rise until the entire f{lat afea, from
the reilroad tracks on the sast side of the Moselle, to the
‘edges of Garche, Koeking and Cattenom on the west side of the
river ware flooded,(57) (Map E} «sf oo .00/ 5

. This was the oondition that existed for the division as
ﬁightfall oame, The battalion was low on ammunition, explosives
| had been expended, rationa had—xnuhawhad the aid station had
to be replenished with plasma and all medical supplies;"fhe
wounded, some in serious oondition, needed to be evacuated., The
tremendous job of re-supply was started, as soon as, nightfall
began‘ This was done by the battalion drivers, ocompany drivers,
supply personnel from all companies and any attached engineers
availabla. Jnhéa was carried out under the direotion of Lis.
Shariden and Martin, the battalion motor officer and battalion
S=4 respectively on the west shore and Lt, Autréy, S~3 on the
lgast shore, It wes & tortuous job in the dark of night with a
river on the rampage, The boetas would have to be loaded and
floated baok to the small towns, that the water had reaohed,
puahed_thrdﬁgh the shallow water until_the-current beocame too
- strong, then try to row and navigate the rést of the way.

Through the untiring efforts of these men ie#% on the sup-‘
ply job,'the battalion recelved supplies thet night, Due to
the tortuous ocondition of the river and 1ts swift current, whioh
~had overturned several boats, it was declded not to attempt
evacuation of wounded that night. They were better off where
they were, It was hoped that a bridge would be Bompieted in
(57) A,Dp.20, |
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- the morninge The remeinder of the mortar platoon from Compeny
D oompleted the orossing during the night,(58)
The situation on the following morning, 10 November, was

as follows: The assault was to continue on the fort. Company
B had moved apound and had taken over the left half of what had
‘been Company A'a seotor, the day before.(Map E) 1In the town of
Bagse Ham, the platoon of Company C that had moved out on the
_extreme southwest end of Bﬁass'Ham had been out off during the
night by a German force that had oome back into that portion of
town, They hed oocoupied the buildings-ju&t-to the southwest of
the small étream, thet rar through Basse Haﬁf/"This platoon from
Compeny C was in a bad situation for a little while., {59)

~ Captein Charles Watson, fhen Lieutenant, the forward obser-
#er*from Cannon Compény, egtablished an observation posi in the
ohuroh_atespie, overlooking the houses that the Germens had oo~
cupied, His mission was to support the relief of the Compeny C
piétdon. With one gun of.Cannon Company, he began registering,
His 0,P. was on line gun-targét and at any moment one of his own
shells oould have olipped hie O.P..from under him, With system=~
atio preeision, each house, one after the other, was thoroughly
qbliteratad. Upon further investigation deed Germans werse fouﬂd
all over, With this, the platoon of Company C ﬁas relieved.{60)
" For the raﬁainder-of the day Company G.proteoted Basase Hem,
From positions as now disposed, Companies A and B resumed
the assault on the main fort., Company A oconsolidated and took
the right half of what'had been their éntire zone the day before.
_Whan.botﬁ companies were in position the attack Jumped off., By
| noon of the l0th all of the azmored observation posts, on top of
(58]Personal knowledge, D,p.13; (59)&(60) Personal knowledge.
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the fort, in the zone covered by Company 4 and B, had been
knooked out.,{Map B} This was acoomplished by the egxtreme use
of "C2", The Germans would.withdraw from atrong point to strong
point as they were knocked out, never falling to render harsh
resigtance, The hail of mortar fire continued to fall on the
attaokers, takipg:its toll, Themiagamwaawstxuok-onmby Lt, Naalj%d'
of A Companffx%gﬂlooate the ventilator shafts of the various
underground bunkers systems, This baing ddne, ten gallons of
gaaoiine was dumped down into one of them and a thermite grenade
followed, A terrifioc roar and oconoussion followed, with soreams
and moans ooming from within, This had definitely done some
good. The conoussion was 80 great, that a body was blown from
the inner parts of the fort, out through the opened ventilator
shafts This prooedure_was.taken up by the rest of the troops
on the fort, along with continued use of great quantities of
"G2", There was such a graatlamount needsd on the massive
structures of the fort that the supply was soon near the dimin-
ishing point.z An urgent call was put in for a refreshed sup-
ply of expiosive to cohtinue the operation befofe the day was
ovér. This was necessary because, as each strong point would
be neutralized, the enemy would move deeper into the fort, into
other portions not yet blasted. They would than infiltrate
back aftef the pressure was rslieved, The re-supply of the
needed explosives, could not bs made.rapidly enough by the river
route; so five lialson planes were diapétohed with 500 pounds
of eﬁplosiveé. ‘These planes flew down over the battalion pos=
itions and dropped their loads, They hit, squarely, in the
battelion poaifions. This was the answer to the "flood bound
dog faoes" prayer, With this added explosive each company ocon-
tinued the destruction in their partiocular zones.(6l)

(61) Peraonal.knowledge, A,0.56,
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-Company A hed managed to blaat'its way into some of the
- bunkers super structure and tunnels, BEntranoce oould not be
made further underground, due to the rubble, and ocomplete bleock-
neas existing-within the ftunnels, 4 plan of the underground
struoture was not in the possession of the troops, 80 1t would
‘have been very foolish to try to mop up /QQJ re, when 80
much good was veing done above, This offered protection, how-
.aﬁer.(ﬁé) |
During the late évening of the second day.the Germans

initiated a counterattack, from the northesst cornsr of the
fort, whioh they still occupled, with & foroe of approximately
80 men, This assault was répulsed, ﬁ}pgguﬁ_}ogs_pr ground,
with the small erms of the lst battalion personnel; The enemy
_suffered about 28 killed in this costly little esoapade, The
remainder withdrew back into the supposed safety of ths fort,
At the end of the second day, lO_November, the two rifle com=-
panies were displaced on the top of the Tort as'sden‘G&)(Map )

_ The situation within the division was very oritical. The
Moselle had =till denied a bridge at elther the Cattenom or

}--',-.-'_ JE [:Lgii
‘had getten-tc a

.Gravissa-Malling_orossing sltes. The
width of 1§.milea et various sectors, The supply of the bat-
tﬁlion'had to be aocoomplished by the seme means as the previous
nights All avallebls personnel, not:actually involved in hold~
ing a position on the fort,;ﬁﬁzdpﬁt.into play, in carrying eo#
rationa, ammunition, exploaives and medical supplies from the
river's edge, to the: poaitions on the fort, The sesme supply
parsonnel were doing e huroulean job of getting them acrosa.by
bpat.__Some.or the ﬁounded-had gotten to such a ocondition that
avacuﬁtion was neoesaafy,.Or else they would die, Those that
(Ba)urersonal knowledge; (63) Personal knowledge, A,p.56
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hed to be evaouated were tied to litters and transported by
- boat aoross the still treacherous Moselle, The others contin-
ued to awalt the completion of a bridge.(64)

On the third day, 1l NOVember, Company C was moved from
Basse Hem' %o the forts It took up the position oooupied by
Gompany B on the 1st day of the aassault,

The mortar platoon of Compeany D and the personnel of Bat-
talion Headquarters Company were given the mission of taking
over the reaponsibility of Company C in the town,

The fort area was divided 1nto three zones (Map B).. After
all companiss were in position the final all out agsault on the
fort was to begin. The aasaﬁlt was spearheaded by Company A.
The various bunkers, case mates and strong points were reduced
by the saﬁe expediaﬁt as employed the previous two deys., Lerge
quantities of gasoline, followed by a thermite or white phosphor-
.ous grenaﬂe were used, Large quantities of "C2" were also put
-1nto play.(65) |

' Around noon of this day a message wes recelved from Div-
ision Headquarters, with the order to withdraw from the fort,
- since it was such a costly objeotive in both men and meterial,
The answWer was returned by Lt. Neals, "This fort is oursl I
6ould not ask my man-tb'laa#e here now, They are more deter—
minaﬁ than I to finisgh the job," With this the assault was
pushed'witﬁ fresh vigor. The Germens were squeezed an@ blown
_info an'aver corstricting smaller portion of the fort,{66)

At 1600 the remnants of the foroe holding the fort at-
témpted 8 mass exit through one of the outlying shelter points
in the northeaat corner of the fort, They ran smack into a
' (84) & (85) Personal knowledge; (68) E,p.37.
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Torce from Qompany G that had been left behind by the 2nd Bat~
talion, as flank proteotidne There were 372 able bodled krauts
in the foroe, All were taken prisoner by Company G and were
oompletely out of fight, after the three day episode just com-
pleted,(87) | |

The lst Battalion was very put out about not getting to
make.this catch, after the "hell" experienoced in taking the fort.
The battalion estimated that it had killed or captured. about 500
_'Germana, (ineluded, 1s this 372 above mantionedi.' This wes the
entire lst Battalion, 74th Infantry Regiment, 19th Infantry Div=
ision. (68) -

The oasualties in the lst Battalion were: 21 killed, 85 °
wounded and 5 missing,.{69)

At 1350, 12 KNovember, the battalion passed to Regimental
regerve, Company C remained on the fort, Gompany B outposted
thé.&rea between the town and the fort and Coméany A held Basse
Hem, covering the right flank of the regiment.(70)

ANALYSIS AND GRITICISM

In a study of this operation'sevaral;faotors are cutstand=
ings First of all the operation to be undertaken was very sound
“in prinoiple and easy fo understand. - This was true all the way
from Third Army down through the Corps! plan, Division plan end
lastly, that of the battalion. There were no complicated man-
suvers directed on the Corps' level, nor further down on the div-
1sidn-lavel. The plen for a piﬁcer aotion, from the north end
south dr Metz, was the only solution to suoh a ﬁtrongly fbrtified
ares, | | o
The entire operation was dependent upon seofeoy, whioh was
(67) Person_al knowledge, D,p.15; (68) D,p.15; (69} A,p.56 (70)4,p.58.
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maintaiﬁed and achieved by al; levels, until actual contaot was
made on the enemy side of the Moselle, This was achieved thro-
ugh the movement of units at nlght, nb unusual activitiea; everr
ﬁhoughdgreat"planswwerewbaing~drawn up, the maintenande of nor-
mal artillery fires and the sealing of patrols, from the assembly
_areas,_odoupied by the ésaaﬁlting troops, ¥
fﬁia wes one of the few operations in which ample time was
| ~glven the aubordihate commanders to make'thofough reconnaissance
of future Araas of opsration. The same applied to the'p:opar
orientation and brisfing of troops, prior to a jump off,

The point that almost spelled disaster, for the entire
operation, was the unforseen condition that devéloped with the .
Mosells River 1tself, It seemed to walt, as though controlled
by the Germans, for'the attaoking forces to get aoross on thé
enemy'aide.and then release 1lts rushing poWer as an almost un=
surmountable obstecls, The over all operation was ﬁi;ﬁﬂ

the hasty construction of a bridge in the division arsa, This

- oondition was ome beyond the control of any one individual, It

Qanndt_be laid as oriticism sgainst any one'person or group qf.
1ndividuéls. There ooculd have been some informetion acocrued
from the ﬁatives of that area, as to conditions that existed
with the river, during rainy seasons, This gouldmon the other
hand, have given away the opsration.
The entire oredlt for the success of this operation on

_ tha rort, goes to the skill, guts and daring of each indlvidual
"dog_faoe". There were absolutely, no support fires of any
sort throughout the reduction of the fort.

'_Thé one oriticlsm to be voloed is the laqk of ocoordination
with the support engineeré, that being the 179th Enginéer Bat=
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talion, It is much more desirable to have support elements that
are organic to the unilt performing the action, The fesling of
espfit de-eerpe and feellng of the_dﬁtimate acoomplishing of the -
mission dees not_exir;}with strange units ettaohedﬁﬂonly for
1solated actions., Faed 1s not known as to who was at fault in
the inetaneelwhere the assault boats were left unmanned at the
rivers bank on the initial efeseing. This could hewe, very eas-
1lyf“ﬁ§eet the entire operation, had it net'been for the aotion
of the peeﬁie within the orossing unit itself, in tbie- gathering
together of the hoats and oreossing on their own,

‘The condition that hed—to. exist dus to the long haul of the
assault boete from Huzange to the river bank was not desired, |
This haul was too long, and reoegnized as suchﬁ*ﬂhﬁe to the high
- priority on seoreoy this was necessary, since Huzange waes the
last covered ares, before reaching the orossing site, The men
were thoroughly wihded upon reaching the launching site and had '
%o regain etrength prier to the eroseing; An elert enemy could
have eompletely suppressed the orossing,

Leter prisoner reperts revealsed a eenee of false securitvy
_exieted with the Germans, due to the condition of the Moselle
and the oontemplated rise of the river, An agsault orossing was
oertainly not expected at flood efege.

As a8 oonclusive remark I quote the letter of Commemdation
. from Lieutenant General G. S, Patton, Jr. to the
Commanding General, 90th Infantry Division.

' "The oapture end development of your bridgeheed ever the
Meselle River in the vieinity of Koenigsmeoher %1ill ever rank as
one of the eplo river orossings of history."
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'LESSONS LEARNED

1. Let every men, down to and'inaluding,the squad leader, know
the situation and what is expeoted from him and success is much
easier to aohieve. |

2. Allow ample time for reoonnaissance for leaders down to
basio oommandera. _

B Permit training and rehearsal time for units that are going
“to exeoute a speoial operation, such as a river orossing and
attaok of a fortifised position,

4, Expedlency must be utilized to the fullest extent; (ie)
droppingfexplosifés,.medioina and rations by oub plane and the
“use of gesoline and thermlite grenedes as explosiveB.

5. Utilize knowledge of native. population to learn oonditions
that develop with the rivers during rainy seasons, '

- 8, Fortified areas ocsan be.taken by storm by assault itroop
without aid.

74 Surpriae is of maximum value, ¥
8, If maximum efficlency is to be ge%ten from troops they

.must be supplied with sufficlent ammunition, food and protection
rrom_the e;amanta. s ¢¢ﬁydmé
9. It 1s often neoessary to utilize troops on tasks not par-

ticularl&-trained fors | . o

10. Rapidiéfaouation of wounded 1s essential,

1k, If poaaibilities of a barrier exist, put necessary in-
staliations on trodp gide of barrier, (is) Medical Station set

up on bridgehead side of river,





